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Are You a Trusted Traveler?
The status that moves you — and the ways you lose it.

It is a simple question with a heavier answer than it sounds: are you a trusted traveler? Millions hold

the status — the pre-cleared, low-risk standing that turns the airport from an ordeal into a walk to a

kiosk. But trust at a border is not a possession; it is a judgment, renewed against your record every

time you cross. People who had it lose it — to a changed passport, a criminal charge, a shifting

political map, a renewal that quietly lapsed. This is a guide to the most useful travel status an

individual or a nation can hold, what it is worth, how you earn it — and, just as honestly, how it slips

away.

F O R E W O R D  ·  T H E  P O S I T I O N

Ask a frequent traveler whether they are a trusted traveler and watch the answer. Some say yes with the ease of someone

who has not waited in a real line for years. Some say “I used to be.” That second answer is the reason for this note. Here

is the position. Trusted-traveler status — Global Entry, TSA PreCheck, NEXUS, SENTRI — is the single most valuable

thing a person can carry through an airport, and it is built on a judgment a government makes about you: that you are

known, vetted, and low-risk. That judgment is generous, and it is revocable. A new charge, a customs slip, a lapsed

renewal, even a shift in the relationship between your country and the United States can end it. The status is open to U.S.

citizens and lawful permanent residents, and, through bilateral arrangements, to citizens of more than twenty partner

nations — which means a country can win it for its people, and can also see it narrowed. What follows treats the status

the way it deserves: as something genuinely worth having, genuinely worth earning, and genuinely possible to lose. Non-

partisan; all guidance lawful and general; not legal advice.
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Contents & Reading Plan.
A seven-part guide to trusted-traveler status — what it is, what it is worth, how you earn it, the ways it is lost, and how a

nation secures it for its citizens. Each part is something you can act on, lawfully and in order.

Foreword · The position P.1

I · The question — what ‘trusted traveler’ really means P.3

II · The four statuses — Global Entry, PreCheck, NEXUS, SENTRI P.4

III · What it is worth — the value, plainly P.5

IV · How you earn it — the enrollment playbook P.6

V · How you lose it — wars, politics, records, lapses P.7

VI · Winning it for a nation — the bilateral arrangement P.8

VII · The end-state — what trusted movement is really for P.9

R E A D I N G  P L A N  F O R  T H R E E  R E A D E R S

The individual traveler reads Parts II, III, and IV first — the statuses, the value, and how to enroll. Anyone who

already holds the status reads Part V first — how it is lost is the part most people never learn until it is too late.
The official or principal reads Parts I, VI, and VII first — the meaning, the national arrangement, and what it is all

for.

Are you a trusted traveler? If you are, this is how you keep it. If you are not yet, this is how you earn it. And if you were once,
this is what happened — and what to do about it.
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N O T E  I  ·  T H E  Q U E S T I O N

What ‘trusted traveler’ really means.
Before the programs, the phrase. “Trusted traveler” sounds like a perk. It is really a judgment a government has made about

you — and judgments can change.

I T  I S  A  S T A T U S ,  N O T  A  T I C K E T

A trusted traveler is not someone who bought a faster lane. It is someone a government has formally judged to be

known and low-risk — background-checked, fingerprinted, interviewed, entered into a trusted database. The
kiosk is just the visible reward. The real thing you hold is a standing judgment in your favor, and that is worth

understanding before you rely on it.

T R U S T  I S  R E - E A R N E D  E V E R Y  C R O S S I N G

The judgment is not frozen the day you enroll. Every time you approach the border, the system checks you again

against current records. You are, in effect, re-trusted on each trip — which is wonderful when your record is clean
and sobering when something has changed. Status is a verb, not a trophy.

M I L L I O N S  H A V E  I T ;  S O M E  H A D  I T

Tens of millions of people move through trusted lanes. A quieter group once did and no longer do — their status
revoked, expired, or suspended. The gap between those two groups is not luck; it is the difference between
understanding how the status works and assuming it is permanent. This note is written to keep you in the first

group.

I T  S C A L E S  F R O M  P E R S O N  T O  N A T I O N

The same judgment runs at national size. A person earns trusted status for themselves; a country earns, through

agreement with the United States, the right for its citizens to apply at all. Both can be won. Both can be narrowed.
The logic of trust — granted, maintained, revocable — is identical at every scale.

Trusted-traveler status is a government’s standing judgment that you are low-risk, re-checked every crossing, held by millions

and lost by some. Understanding that it is a living judgment — not a permanent possession — is the whole foundation.
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Global Entry, PreCheck, NEXUS, SENTRI.
There are four U.S. trusted-traveler statuses, each fitting a different traveler. They overlap by design. The right one depends

on how and where you actually cross.

G L O B A L  E N T R Y  —  F O R  T H E  W O R L D  T R A V E L E R

Global Entry is for the frequent international flyer: expedited clearance on arrival into the United States at kiosks

in more than seventy airports — and it includes TSA PreCheck. If you take four or more international trips a year,
this is the one to hold, because it covers both the trip home and the trip out.

T S A  P R E C H E C K  —  F O R  T H E  D O M E S T I C  F L Y E R

TSA PreCheck speeds you through security at participating U.S. airports — shoes, belt, light jacket, laptop, and
liquids stay where they are. It is the right status for the traveler who flies mostly within the country. Hold Global

Entry and you get this included.

N E X U S  —  F O R  T H E  C A N A D I A N  B O R D E R

NEXUS expedites movement between the United States and Canada — dedicated land lanes, kiosks at Canadian

preclearance airports, and Global Entry processing on the U.S. side. For anyone living near or regularly crossing
the northern border, it is the most cost-effective trusted status there is.

S E N T R I  —  F O R  T H E  M E X I C A N  B O R D E R

SENTRI grants expedited entry from Mexico into the United States by land, through dedicated lanes, after a
background check and a vehicle inspection. For the frequent southern-border crosser it turns one of the slowest
lines in the country into a predictable one.

Global Entry for the world traveler, PreCheck for the domestic flyer, NEXUS for the northern border, SENTRI for the southern
— four statuses, one idea. Most people need only one, and Global Entry quietly carries two.
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The value, plainly.
Set aside the marketing. Trusted status buys four concrete things, and they compound. This is what you are actually getting.

T I M E  Y O U  C A N  C O U N T  O N

The first benefit is time — reliably, not occasionally. You skip the main customs and security queues for kiosks

and dedicated lanes, routinely saving the long wait at the end of a long flight. The value is not only the minutes
saved; it is knowing, before you land, that the line will not own your evening.

C A L M  W H E N  T H E  A I R P O R T  I S  C H A O S

Trusted status is worth most exactly when travel is worst — a packed arrivals hall, a tight connection, a delayed
flight. The status holds steady while everything around it congests, which is why frequent and business travelers

treat it as basic infrastructure rather than a luxury.

T W O  S T A T U S E S  F O R  O N E  F E E

Global Entry costs one hundred twenty dollars for five years and includes TSA PreCheck — the international and

domestic fast lanes together, for one price. Minors are often free alongside an enrolled parent, and many travel
credit cards reimburse the fee outright, making the real cost, for a lot of people, nothing.

D O O R S  T H A T  O P E N  A B R O A D

The status can travel with you. U.S. members use expedited systems in several partner countries — SmartGate in
Australia and New Zealand, EasyPASS in Germany, and others — while citizens of more than twenty partner
nations can, in turn, apply for Global Entry. The trust you build at home opens lanes elsewhere.

Reliable time, calm when it counts, two statuses for one modest and often-reimbursed fee, and fast lanes abroad. Trusted
status is the rare thing you pay for once and are glad of on every single trip.
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The enrollment playbook.
Here is the practical heart of it: the lawful, ordered steps that turn a willing traveler into a trusted one. Done in sequence, it

rarely goes wrong.

S T E P  O N E  —  C H O O S E  T H E  R I G H T  S T A T U S

Match the status to your travel: Global Entry if you fly internationally, PreCheck if you fly domestically, NEXUS

or SENTRI if you cross a land border. U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents qualify directly; citizens of
partner nations first complete any clearance their own government requires. Choosing right the first time saves a

second application and fee.

S T E P  T W O  —  A P P L Y  T H R O U G H  T H E  O F F I C I A L  P O R T A L

Open an account on the official Trusted Traveler Programs site, complete the application fully and honestly —

travel history, addresses, employment, passport — and pay the non-refundable fee. Use only the government site;
paid third-party services do nothing the official portal does not and cannot speed it up. Accuracy is what keeps
you out of manual review.

S T E P  T H R E E  —  P A S S  T H E  B A C K G R O U N D  R E V I E W

The government checks you against law-enforcement and immigration records. Most applicants are conditionally
approved within about two weeks, though some take far longer. Prior offenses, customs or immigration violations,

or an open investigation can disqualify you — the status is, by design, reserved for the demonstrably low-risk.

S T E P  F O U R  —  I N T E R V I E W ,  B I O M E T R I C S ,  E N R O L L

Once conditionally approved, complete the in-person interview — at an enrollment center or via Enrollment on

Arrival the next time you land in the United States. Bring your passport and identification; expect fingerprints and
a photo. The officer confirms your answers, and from that day the status is yours for five years.

Choose the right status, apply honestly through the official portal, clear the background review, and complete the interview. A

sequence anyone eligible can finish — a few weeks of process for five years of trusted movement.

E D I T O R I A L  ·  N O N - P A R T I S A N  ·  N O T  L E G A L  A D V I C E  ·  P U B L I C  R E A D I N G A R I C  I N S I G H T  ·  V O L  I  ·  I S S U E  1 9  ·  P . 6

w w w. a r i n t l c o n s u l t i n g . c o m A . R .  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  ·  O D I N



A . R .  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O N S U L T I N G  ·  A R I C  I N S I G H T A R I C  I N S I G H T  ·  V O L  I  ·  I S S U E  1 9  ·  N O T E  V

A . R .  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  ·  O D I N

N O T E  V  ·  H O W  Y O U  L O S E  I T

Wars, politics, records, lapses.
This is the part most people never read until it is too late. Trusted status is granted on a judgment, and four kinds of change

can withdraw it. Knowing them is how you keep what you earned.

A  R E C O R D  T H A T  C H A N G E S

The most common way people lose status is their own record. A new arrest or conviction — even a DUI — a

customs or immigration violation, an outstanding warrant, or information that surfaces in a later check can trigger
revocation. The status was granted to a low-risk profile; alter that profile and the basis for the trust goes with it.

A  R E N E W A L  T H A T  L A P S E S

The quietest loss is the avoidable one. Membership runs five years, and benefits can be interrupted the moment it
expires — no warning at the kiosk, just a lane that no longer opens. People who travel constantly are precisely the

ones who forget the date. Renew early; a lapse is easy to prevent and tedious to undo.

P O L I T I C S  B E T W E E N  N A T I O N S

Status that flows through a country arrangement is exposed to the relationship behind it. When governments

adjust which nations’ citizens are eligible, or tighten the terms of a bilateral program, individuals can find access
narrowed through no act of their own. The trust was partly national; when the national picture shifts, the
individual feels it.

C O N F L I C T  A N D  T H E  S H I F T I N G  M A P

War, instability, and abrupt changes in a country’s standing can reach all the way down to the traveler. Eligibility
tied to a passport or a place can be suspended when the security picture changes. It can feel personal, but it is

structural — and it is the clearest reminder that trusted status rests on conditions larger than any one traveler.

A changed record, a lapsed renewal, politics between nations, or conflict on the map — any of the four can withdraw the
status. Keep your record clean and your renewal current; understand the rest, because some of it is not yours to control.
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The bilateral arrangement.
The individual status rests on a larger one. Citizens of a foreign country can apply for Global Entry only because their

government built an arrangement with the United States. That is a national act, and it can be won — and lost — like any

other trust.

T H E  A R R A N G E M E N T  I S  T H E  G A T E W A Y

Beyond U.S. citizens and residents, individual access exists only where the United States has a bilateral trusted-

traveler arrangement with a partner country. More than twenty nations now hold one. For everyone else the lane
simply does not exist — which makes securing the arrangement the highest-leverage mobility move a government

can make for its people.

I T  R U N S  O N  S E C U R I T Y  C O O P E R A T I O N

These arrangements are built on a verified security relationship — shared vetting standards, secure documents,

and the data cooperation that lets U.S. authorities trust a foreign government’s pre-screening. A nation earns the
lane for its citizens the way a person does: by being demonstrably, verifiably low-risk, at national scale.

T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  V E T S  I T S  O W N  F I R S T

In most arrangements the partner government screens its own applicants before they reach the U.S. portal —
issuing a clearance or access code. Building that machinery and the agreement behind it is patient work across
interior, foreign, and security ministries. The citizen’s easy application is the visible tip of a deliberate national

effort.

W H A T  I S  W O N  C A N  B E  N A R R O W E D

A national arrangement is a relationship, not a deed. It is reviewed, and it can be tightened or suspended as

security and politics move. The nation that wins one for its citizens holds a real credential — and keeps it the
same way an individual keeps theirs: by remaining, visibly and continuously, a trusted partner.

The individual lane exists only where a national arrangement opened it, earned through real security cooperation — and, like

any trust, subject to review. A government that secures and sustains one gives its citizens trusted movement, and earns a
credential for the nation.
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What trusted movement is really for.
Trusted status is not earned for its own sake. Every saved hour and every clean crossing serves a larger end: the confidence

that lets people — and the lives and business they carry — keep moving.

T H E  B E N E F I T  I S  P E R S O N A L ;  T H E  E F F E C T  I S  L A R G E R

Trusted movement feels like a personal convenience, but in aggregate it is infrastructure. The executive who lands

and makes the meeting, the family that visits without dread, the student, the patient, the delegation on schedule —
frictionless movement is what lets relationships, study, care, trade, and tourism actually happen.

C E R T A I N T Y  I S  T H E  R E A L  P R O D U C T

What trusted status really gives you is certainty — the knowledge, settled in advance, that the border will not
derail the trip. In an uncertain era of travel, certainty is the scarce good, and the traveler or nation that has secured

it carries a quiet advantage on every crossing.

T H E  S T A K E S  R I S E  A T  T H E  B I G  M O M E N T S

As the United States prepares to host waves of international visitors around major global events, the gap between

trusted movement and the ordinary line only widens. The people and delegations who arranged their status early
move; the rest wait. The moments that matter most reward the trust built ahead of time.

T H E  S T A N D I N G  O F F E R

For the individual the path is clear and worth taking: earn the status, keep it current, and never gamble at the line
again. For the principal or government, the firm’s role is to architect the national arrangement end to end — the
security cooperation, the vetting machinery, the agreement that opens the lane for a whole citizenry, and the

discipline that keeps it open. Trusted movement is available to anyone who organizes for it, ahead of the field.

The benefit is personal; the effect is larger. Trusted status — held by a traveler or secured by a nation — is certainty at the
border, and certainty is what lets people, and the lives they carry, keep moving.

Editorial · non-partisan, and not legal advice. This Almanac describes the lawful, public U.S. Trusted Traveler Programs — Global Entry, TSA PreCheck, NEXUS, and SENTRI — and the
bilateral arrangements that extend them to partner-country citizens. Eligibility, fees, and procedures are set by U.S. Customs and Border Protection and may change; applications should be
made only through the official government portal. Revocation, suspension, and the status of national arrangements are governed by U.S. authorities and applicable law and can change with
individual circumstances or international conditions. Every decision should be checked against current official guidance, and national arrangements pursued with qualified counsel.

F R O M  T H E  C H A I R M A N ' S  D E S K
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